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It should be obvious to every one end particular­
ly teachers, that this is an era of social and economic 
change and confusion. Whether we achieve an efficient 
order or have continued chaos depends upon our action dur­
ing this period. Study, experimentation, and evaluation 
3ug est solutions to our problems, and without a doubt, 
these are among the duties of the educators. 
Education Is indispensable in society, for it is 
a factor contributing to the advancement of any one who 
desires progress, '^here is no doubt that many failures 
can be traced to the lack of preparedness. 
Some progress has been and Is being made in the 
education of Negroes in Kaufman County. Within the last 
five years a few of the dilapidated buildings have been 
reconstructed, painted, and some equipment added. These 
improvements represent efforts to provide better education­
al facilities for Negroes in Kaufman County. 
The Statement of Problem 
This thesis attempts to determine the status of 
education for Negroes in Kaufman County. It seeks answers 
to the following general questions: 
1. What are the industries and resources of Kauf­
man County? 
2. Eow have Negro schools developed in the county? 
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3. What are some of the factors involved in the 
poor attendance of pupils? 
4. What are some of the problems of the teaching 
personnel? 
5. What provisions are made for transportation? 
6. What is the average length of the school terms? 
7. How well prepared are the teachers as shown by 
the college level attained and certificates held? 
8. What do the principals consider to be some of 
their important problems? 
Importance of Study 
The checking of records in Kaufman County up to 
the present date reveals that no investigation has been 
published to show the development of educational provi­
sions for the Negroes in Kaufman County. Hence, this 
study should be one of importance, and it should be bene­
ficial because answers to the questions on the preceding 
page will probably contribute toward planning a program 
for the advancement of Negro schools in Kaufman County. 
According to statements from superintendents, 
trustees, and citizens of Kaufman County, a program for 
better schools, which is to include better facilities for 
Negro schools in Kaufman County is being sought. 
Scope of Study 
This study is limited to 28 Negro schools in Kauf-
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man County. There are six high schools and 22 elementary 
schools in Kaufman County. In the group of elementary 
schools there are 17 one-room buildings, four buildings 
with four rooms, one building with three rooms. The high 
schools consist of one four-room building, on© five-room 
building, three six-room buildings, and ono seventeen-room 
building. 
The high schools are located in Terrell, Kaufman, 
Forney, fiosser, Kemp, and Crandle. The elementary schools 
are scattered throughout the county. 
Sources of Data and Method of Study 
The sources of information are varied. They vary 
from verbal testimony, used because of the lack of written 
history, to statements from the records of superintendents, 
principals, and teachers of Kaufman County. Some data 
have been obtained from officials of the State Department 
of Education. 
To be specific, the County Superintendent, J. W. 
Sellers; the Deputy Superintendent, Miss Faye Blanken3hlp; 
and the Superintendent of the Terrell Independent School 
District, r. J. E. Langwith; furnished data to assist in 
the construction of tables contained herein. 
Verbal historical testimony was secured from 
Henry Stevens, an old citizen; John H. Hamilton, cashier 
of the American National Bank of Terrell, Texas; and 
Allen Bass of the Bas3 Drug Company, a firm in active 
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business for 72 years• 
The six high school principals and 22 elementary 
principals allowed inspection of their records. 
Previous Related Studies 
There were no studies in Kaufman County available 
on Negro Education, since very few have been made in Texas. 
The writer made a study of different thesis which were 
written by graduate students of Prairie View College, who 
have made similar studies. 
CHAPTER II 
HISTORY OP KAUFMAN COUNTY 
Kaufman County wa3 named for David S. Kaufman, a 
noted member of the Congress of the Republic of Texas# It 
was created from Henderson County and organized in 1848*1 
William P. King, the first white man to settle in 
Kaufman County, built a fort where the present town of 
Kaufman is now located. The following is an excerpt from 
2 the Kaufman Weekly Herald; 
Before the county was organized there was a fort 
known as King's Port or Kingsborough where the town of 
Kaufman now stands, so called by reason of the early 
settlement there of William P. King, a prominent citi­
zen In the early days. He is said to be the first 
white man to attempt a settlement here. 
He organized a company of forty men to come to 
, Texas, sent out by an Eastern development company from 
Holly Spring, Mississippi, in 1840, He was granted 
by the government a headright certificate to survey or 
have surveyed 115 leagues of land here where the pre­
sent town of Kaufman is located. 
King had built at once a stockade or fort con­
structed of logs from the surrounding woods on the 
Pyle's hill at a location known as King's Point, la-
• ter King's Port, near the large running spring of cool, 
clear water in which many Indians camped earlier. 
Many arrow points, and other relics have been found 
around this hill and fort. King's Creek Is named for 
William P* King, also. 
It has been said he heard this place described 
by a land company as having very little fertile soil 
lying between three large streams of the Trinity 
River, a soil on which many things could be gr ?.Ta, 
-^-Texas Almanac. 1945-46, p. 467 
gfhe Kaufman Weekly Herald. December 18, 1956 
6 
Location 
Kaufman la located in North East 'Texas# The west-
era portion is composed mainly of blackland and prairies, 
while the eastern portion is composed of the post oak belt, 
and is broken by numerous creeks and tributaries of the 
Trinity River.3" Kaufman County may be easily located as 
being in the center of the following surrounding counties: 
Hunt, Van Zandt, Rockwall, Dallas, Henderson, and Ellis# 
Kaufman County is also fortunate in having two 
highways pass through it# Highway 80 which connects Mar­
shall and Dallas passes through Kaufman County# Highway 
34 which connects Ennis and Greenville is a very busy 
> 
road. It is used in transferring an enormous amount of 
produce and many passengers# Three railroads and three 
bus lines serve Kaufman County# 
Natural Resources and Industry 
Kaufman County is a level rolling county and is 
noted for farming. It Is located in Northeast Texas, and 
has many different kinds of soils. The western portion is 
composed mainly of blackland and prairies where large 
fields of cotton are planted annually. Cotton is the lead­
ing crop In this section of the county, and a large amount 
of this crop is sent to many of Its neighboring countries 
each year# There are many bales of cotton produced every 
^Texas Almanac, 1945-46. p. 467 
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year. Most of the harvesting is done by the Hegroea, 
Mexicans, and the poor white people#1 The laborers are 
usually paid a low price to raise the cotton which is 
then shipped to the larger cities of t he Horth and manu­
factured into clothes and other valuable products to be 
sold at extremely high prices. It is this crop that fig­
ures so greatly in the enrollment and the attendance of the 
children belonging to the Begro schools of Kaufman County# 
Corn is the second greatest crop in the county# There is 
an average of about 1,169,104 bushels of corn raised each 
year. 
Other grains that contribute to the farming resources 
are sorghum, oats, barley, and wheat# Beans, peas, cab­
bage, potatoes, onions, tomatoes, berries, peaches, and 
apples are grown# The production of meats has increased 
400 per cent in the last two years# 
Kaufman County farmers are specializing In feed­
ing beef cattle* The county-wide pasture improvement con­
test Is sponsored by educating the farmers to the need of 
permanent pastures for livestock and causing them to re­
build much of the eroded land# Dairying is very Important 
to many of the sections of Kaufman County, for a large per 
cent of the farmers depend on it for a portion of their 
2 
support. Hogs and poultry are quite plentiful, especially 
in the rural area# Hundreds of dollars are invested in 
•^Texas Almanac, 1945-46* p. 467 
2Ibid 
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these animals each yea**, and thousands of dollars are 
saved annually by the farmer raising his own meat. In 
recent years, the raising of sheep has become one of the 
leading industries of Kaufman County. The meat shortage 
during recent years and the need for more wool have caused 
the farmer to take more interest in sheep raising. 
Kaufman County has rural electrification under way 
in all the communities south of the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad. It is a trading center and has a gin, oil mill, 
courthouse, bank, and many stores. 
Educational Background 
The writer wa3 unable to secure a complete written 
record of the first Negro school in Kaufman County, but 
was able to learn from a personal interview with Henry 
Stevens, who gave many verbal statements concerning the 
first Negro school In Kaufman County. There are no 
institutions of higher learning in Kaufman County for 
Negroes, but five colleges are %vithin a radius of one 
hundred miles from the farthest point. Wiley and Bishop 
colleges are ninety-seven miles from Kaufman County; 
Texas and Butler colleges are seventy-five miles from 
Kaufman County; Jarvis College is sixty miles from Kauf­
man County; while Paul Quirrn College at Waco, Texas is 
slightly farther than the ones named. All the above col­
leges are being used by many students of the various 
schools of Kaufman County to improve their education. 
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CHAPTER III 
ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OP H GRO SCHOOLS, 
KAUFMAN COUNTY 
The first school was established in Kaufman County 
in a small African ethodist Episcopal Church. The use of 
the church as a school building was a common practice in 
the South during the early periods, of the development of 
schools. Later a school was established in the Baptist 
Church. Immediately following the Civil ar, a group of 
white men who were Interested In seeing the Negroes advance 
made special efforts to help them. Hence, the schools 
were begun in Kaufman County with white men as teachers. 
The men who were instructors In the first Negro 
schools in Kaufman County were: Ben Allen, r., David 3. 
Kaufman, Todds orth, nd John Gowens. For many years 
these men taught Negroes, according to information given 
by Henry Stevens an old citizen. 
First Schools 
About 1875 several Negroes who availed themselves 
of the opportunity of going to school had advanced far e-
nough in knowledge and skill of elementary reading, wrlt-
ing, and arithmetic to begin to tesch. These men were 
Rufus Garland Anderson, Rufua Frank Eardln, James L. Brooks, 
William E. Youngblood, Thomas Fred Bradley, and William 
Mc Donald. 
The period of seventy-six years, (1870-1946) was 
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an era of progress. Though the progress In Kaufman County 
School System was not as spectacular as that in many count­
ies a definite advancement was shown during this period. 
The schools of Kaufman County grew from benevolent 
schools, taught by poorly prepared teachers, and a few stu­
dents to a system that is State supported comprising six 
Independent School Districts in which thirty-one teachers 
are employed, and twenty-two Common School Districts in 
which thirty-three teachers are employed. There are two 
thousand five hundred and eighty-six students enrolled in 
the public schools in Kaufman County. 
Utility System. 
Three of the schools are heated with wood, while 
four of the schools use coal, two of the Independent Schools 
are utilizing oil, which leaves nineteen schools utilizing 
gas. Wood as a fuel Is found to be very ineffecient, be­
cause the temperature is difficult to regulate. Even when 
the water-cooled jacket stoves are used as prescribed by 
the State, it is hard to regulate the temperature. 
Table I shov;s that most of the Common School Dis­
tricts of Kaufman County use gas, while coal rates second 
in furnishing heat for the schools, and wood and oil are 
used least. 
Wells and cisterns are the principal sources of 
water for the rural schools, while most of the city schools 
use piped water. The schools that use well and cistern water 
utilize no means for purifying it. 
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TABLE I. HEATING SYSTEMS USED BY THE SCHOOLS 
Type of Common Independent Total 
Stove Schools Schools 
Gas 18 1 19 
Coal 0 4 4 
Wood 3 0 3 
Oil 0 2 2 
21 7 28 
Table II shows the kinds of artificial lighting in 
the schools of Kaufman County. Six of the schools use 
kerosene, while the remaining schools of the Independent 
Districts and Common School Districts use gas lamps and 
electricity. 
TABLE II. LIGHTING SYSTEMS USED BY THE SCHOOLS 
Common Independent Total 
Schools Schools 
Kerosene 6 0 6 
Gas 1 1 2 
Electricity 4 16 20 
11 17 28 
Table III shows that seventeen of the schools in 
the Common School Districts obtain their water from cis­
terns, while none of the independent school districts uses 
water from cisterns. The remaining schools of both dis­
tricts use piped water or wells. 
f 
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TABLE III. WATER SYSTEMS USED BY THE SCHOOLS 
Common School independent Total 
Water Districts School Dist. 
Cistern 17 0 17 
Wells 5 0 5 
Piped 0 6 6 
22 6 28 
TABLE IV . NUMBER OP TEACHERS ND STUDENTS IN 
SCHOOLS OP KAUFMAN COUNTY 
Group Common School Independent Total 
Districts School Dist. 
Teachers 53 31 64 
Boys 521 596 1117 
Girls 772 797 1469 
Physical Aspect 
There are twenty-two frame structures in Kaufman 
County averaging from one to five rooms per building in 
the elementary schools. There are three brick buildings 
in the Independent School Districts that have from eight 
to seventeen rooms. The one teacher schools are found 
in small communities. Conditions are not susceptible to 
a teacher's doing effective work. The teacher is over 
loaded with subjects as she Is responsible for the teach­
ing of all the grades. 
The ground space allotted for recreational activ­
ities for the schools of Kaufman County range from one 
to two acres. There are swings, seesaws, merry-go-rounds, 
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and slides on eleven of the school grounds in Kaufman Coun­
ty. However, play facilities are generally absent because 
of the every present claim, "lack of funds.n 
With a little careful planning the patrons can be 
induced to aid the teacher in getting playground equip­
ment and many other things that are not furnished by the 
school board. It is readily admitted that it is the duty 
of the school board to supply these things; but when it 
does not, the teachers with the aid of the patrons may im­
prove conditions. 
Campus beautification can and does need to be 
accomplished throughout the entire school system of Kauf­




The State of Texas census law is as follows: 
The county superintendent and the board of 
trustees of the independent school districts, on the 
first day of each January or as soon as practicable 
thereafter, shall appoint one of the trustees of each 
school district, or some other qualified person, to take 
the asholastic census, who shall be known as the census 
trustee of the district. The census trustee, between 
the first day of March and the first day of April after 
his appointment, shall take a census of all the chil­
dren that will be over six and under eighteen years of 
age on the first day of the following September, and 
who are residents of the school district on said first 
day of April, In taking the 3aid census he shall visit 
each home, residence, habitation and place of abode, 
and shall be actual observation and interrogation, en­
umerate the children thereof in the following manner: 
He shall use for each parent, or guardian or persons 
having control of any such children, a prescribed form 
showing the name, color, and nationality of the person 
rendering such children, the name and number of the school 
district in which the children reside, and the name, 
sex, and date of birth of each such child of which he 
is a parent or guardian, or of which he has control. 
The census trustees shall require person rendering 
the children, and he is authorized to administer oaths 
for this purpose. When the census trustee visits any 
home or homes or place of abode of a family and fails 
to find either the parent or any person having legal 
control, he shall leave the prescribed census blank 
for the use of parents at such home or place of abode, 
with a note to the parent or guardian having legal con­
trol of such child or children, requiring that the form 
be filled out, signed and sworn to, and that the blank 
when so filled out, shall be delivered by the parent 
or person have legal control of the child or children 
to the census trustee• 
1Public School Laws of the State of Texas. SO.465 
Art. 2816, p. 144 
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The approved scholastics for the Negro schools in 
Kaufman County numbered 2,586 for the year of 1947. rhe 
checking of the census enumeration of 1948 reveala quite 
an increase of scholastics belonging to the Negro schools 
in Kaufman County over the previous report, There was an 
increase this year of 352 that totals 2,938. It ia also 
seen that the number of females exceed the malea, due 
mainly to the fact that the malea are raore concerned about 
working than the females. There are more pupils' names 
appearing on the membership roll, but the great difference 
between the number of potential scholastics and the actual 
school membership shows that a large number of potential 
scholastics do not attend school. Often the children who 
are recorded in the spring census roll in one county or 
district move to another county or district before the 
opening of the next school term. Low attendance in the 
Kaufman County schools may result from many conditions. 
There is no truant officer. Teachers deal with truancy 
through personal contacts* hence, non-attendance is one 
of the great problems which should be remedied in the 
Negro schools of Kaufman County. In most instances, ' oth 
parents are working and have little time for home guid­
ance, They toll their children what to do and what not to 
do, but seldom institute a follow-up program. 
When law enforcing officers are called in, to give 
assistance many times by giving lectures in the presence 
Of the principals* a negative result is sometimes accrued. 
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The approved scholastics for the Negro schools in 
Kaufman County numbered 2,586 for the year of 1947. The 
checking of the census enumeration of 1948 reveals quite 
an increase of scholastics belonging to the Negro schools 
in Kaufman County over the previous report. There was an 
increase this year of 352 that totals 2,938. It is also 
seen that the number of females exceed the males, due 
mainly to the fact that the males are more concerned about 
working than the females. There are more pupils1 names 
appearing on the membership roll, but the great difference 
between the number of potential scholastics and the actual 
school membership shows that a large number of potential 
scholastics do not attend school. Often the children who 
are recorded in the spring census roll in one county or 
district move to another county or district before the 
opening of the next school term. Low attendance in the 
Kaufman County schools may result from many conditions. 
There is no truant officer. Teachers deal with truancy 
through personal contacts. Hence, non-attendance is one 
of the great problems which should be remedied in the 
Negro schools of Kaufman County. In most instances, both 
parents are working and have little time for home guid­
ance. They tell their children what to do and what not to 
do, but seldom institute a follow-up program. 
V<hen law enforcing officers are called in, to give 
assistance many times by giving lectures in the presence 
of the principals, a negative result is sometimes accrued. 
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Usually Is such cases the officer feels that the children 
are justified in not attending school if they are in poor 
circumstances and have to work in many cases; the child's 
statement is supported by his parents and the pending 
case is immediately closed. It is difficult to fix the 
responsibility for a child's prolonged absence or total 
non-attendance. It is difficult, in most cases, for the 
principals to contact the non-attending scholastics in 
an attempt to find a reason, If any, for absence. In 
such cases, however, the blame is often ascribed to the 
principal. 
The checking of teachers' registers and talks with 
many principals reveal that attendance in Kaufman County 
schools was high for children in the elementary grades, 
though the parents might be working during the day. 
School Population According to Sex 
Table ¥ compares the school population of the 
primary, Intermediate, and high schools of Kaufman County 
as to sex, according to a general check with the superin­
tendents and principals of the various schools in Kaufman 
County. The information gathered from their records re­
veals the largest number of students registered in the 
primary grades, with the females taking a slight lead. 
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TABLE V. NUMBER OF SCHOLASTICS ACCORDING TO SEX 
Grade 
Sex 
Male Female Total 
Primary 470 580 1050 
Intermediate 410 507 917 
High School 236 383 619 
Total 1116 1470 2586 
Ifc is a fact that some of the larger children re­
main at home to take care of the farming and other family 
duties, while others are working on day or night jobs. 
1 Galiver's study of secondary education for Negroes re­
veals that work waa the most popular reason given for non-
attendance. 
The large amount of cotton cultivated in this county 
also is a cause of poor attendance, as the children are kept 
out of school to cultivate the crops and to harvest them. 
•^Caliver, Ambrose, Secondary Education of Negroes, p. 53 
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CHAPTER V 
THE AVAILABILITY OF THE SCHOOLS 
TO THE SCHOLASTICS 
In the light of Article 2893, item four of the Pub­
lic School Law of Texas, the writer refers to the follow­
ing: 
"Any child living more than two and one-half 
miles by direct and traveled road from the nearest 
public school supported for the children of the 
same race and color of such child, free transporta­
tion shall be provided."*• 
The distance traveled by twenty-five per cent of 
the scholastics may easily be estimated from four to six 
miles; however, there are many who come from the rural 
communities in order to attend school. Some of the 
scholastics walk eight miles in order to attend high 
school "A" located in Terrell. The scholastics of twenty-
two elementary schools and five high schools are completely 
without public state aid transportation. High School "B" 
located at Kaufman is the only school in Kaufman County 
which receives State aid transportation. 'The k'egro scholas­
tics of Kaufman County are in need of public State aid 
transportation, since twenty-seven schools are without 
county or State aid bus services, with only one school 
having It, the writer Is suggesting that the proper author­
ities remedy the situations pertaining to the ilegro schools 
of Kaufman County. 
^•Public School Laws of the State of Texas. Ho. 465, Art. 2816 
p. 193 
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Chapter five is designed to give the reader a com­
plete picture of 22 elementary schools and six high schools 
in Kaufman County. Many of these facts are based on the 
speedometer readings of the cars used by the writer. 
High School "A" located in Terrell, Texas, is 11 
miles north of the county seat of Kaufman which has one 
asphalt highway, Ho. 34. High School KBM is located in 
Kaufman, which is the county seat. High School "C" is lo­
cated in Forney, which is twenty-two miles from the county 
seat of Kaufman and may be reached by two asphalt highways. 
High School WD" located in Kemp is ten miles south of the 
county seat and is served by one asphalt highway. High 
School is located at Rosser eighteen miles southwest 
of the county seat. 
Elementary School wAn is located six miles west of 
the county seat on an asphalt road. Many of the elemen­
tary scholastics attend high school "B", through the use 
of privately owned errs, and those who have no cars walk 
to school. Elementary School "B" is located four and one-
half miles northwest of Kaufman on a dirt road. This 
school has no facilities for transporting its high school 
pupils to High School "B"; consequently, they have to walk 
or not attend school. 
Elementary School "C" is located five miles north­
east of Kaufman on an asphalt rural highway No. 34. Many 
of the scholastics attend High School "A" and are brought 
to High School "A" by bu3. Elementary School "Dn is located 
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seven miles ea3t of Kaufman on a gravel road leading in 
from Van Zandt County line. These scholastics must provide 
their transportation to High School !fAM. Pupils who are 
financially able avail themselves of the convenient public 
bus to get to and from High School "A". Elementary chool 
ME* Is located four miles southeast of Kaufman on an asphalt 
highway. The scholastics attend High School "A", but no 
transportation is furnished. Elementary School MP" is lo­
cated seven and one-half miles northwest of Kaufman on a 
dirt road three miles off highway No. 34. High School "AB 
receives these scholastics also, but no transportation is 
furnished. Elementary School "0" is located northwest of 
Kaufman, fourteen miles off highway No. 80, traveling from 
Terrell toward Dallas six miles, turn off at the gin to 
the right and go three miles north on a dirt road. To 
transportation Is furnished for scholastics to go to high 
school. Elementary School *HM is located fourteen miles 
from the county seat, Kaufman northeast of Terrell travel 
highway No. 34 two miles northeast, turn west on dirt road 
about one-half mile; again no transportation for the pupils 
is furnished. Elementary School "I" is located fifteen 
miles from the county seat near the county line and near 
highway No. 80 east of Terrell three miles on a dirt road 
opposite city lake. Elementary School WJ" is located 
eight miles southwest of the county seat of Kaufman off 
highway No. 34 going toward Ennis six miles and turn due 
east on a dirt road. No transportation Is provided for 
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for high school scholastics that are attending High School 
«AW. 
Elementary School "K" is located eighteen miles 
from the county seat Kaufman, six miles north of Terrell 
on a dirt road. No transportation for scholastics i3 fur­
nished. 
Elementary School *L" is located seven miles east 
of Terrell, one and one-half miles off highway Ko. 80, 
south on dirt road. 
Elementary School "M* is located due north of 
School nLn two miles off highway No. 80. 
Elementary School nNn is located three miles south­
east of School in the same vicinity with dirt road from 
School ttHtt to School "Nrt and no transportation for scholas­
tics. 
Elementary School WQ" is located south of School 
"H", three miles from RN" and six miles southeast of Ter­
rell. No transportation is afforded for high school scho­
lastics that go to school RAn. 
Elementary School "Pw is located six miles north­
west of Terrell, near the Rockwall County line. Mo trans­
portation is provided for scholastics that are brought to 
High School "A". 
Elementary School "R" is located southeast of Ter­
rell five and one-half miles; eighteen pupils transferred 
to School ' A" must provide private transportation over dirt 
roads. 
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Elementary School HS" Is located thirteen milea 
southeast of Kaufman County seat on dirt road, and no pro­
vision Is made for scholastics transportation. 
Elementary School "Tw is located on the Kaufman-
Forney road five miles southeast of Forney near a Catholic 
Church on dirt road. 
Elementary School is located four miles north 
of Forney near the Dallas County line on dirt road, no 
transportation is provided for high school scholastics. 
24 
CHAPTER VI 
THE TEACHING PERSONNEL 
Wilkerson* states, "He who directs the learning 
experiences of the pupil is the chief determiner of educa­
tional efficiency." It does not take a long investigative 
paper to show that the education of Negro teachers has of­
ten been limited in quantity and quality. Eveden2 holds 
that more Negro teachers must be prepared and that their 
preparation must be more extensive. Persons in Texas who 
are 18 years or over and have passed 60 semester hours of 
college work, including English and Federal Constitution, 
with twelve hours of education, may receive a teacher's 
3 certificate. 
The Educational Directory"^ shows that Texas has 
eleven Negro colleges and that nine of them are four year 
institutions. The State supports only two Institution of 
higher learning, and Master's Degrees may be received from 
both of them. 
Many of the teachers of Kaufman County received 
their education from Texas College which is located in Tyler. 
^Wllkerson, Doxey A. Special Problems of Negro Education 
p. SO 
2Caliver, Ambrose, Education of Negro Teachers, p. 9 
^Norfch Texas State Teachers College, Bulletin of North 
Texas State Teachers College, pp. 61-62 
4The Educational Directory, 1940. p. 9. 
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The entire staffs of teachers belonging to Kaufman County 
are former students or graduates of the various colleges. 
TABLE VI. DISTRIBUTION OP NEGRO TEACHERS IN KAUFMAN 
COUNTY ACCORDING TO SEX AND COLLEGE ATTENDED 
No. of Teachers 
Colleges Male • * • Female Total 
Texas College 2 14 16 
Prairie View A. & M. 
College 4 7 11 
Butler College 0 8 8 
Jarvis College 0 8 8 
Bishop College 2 5 7 
Wiley College 2 5 7 
Paul Quinn College 1 3 4 
Samuel Huston College 0 2 2 
Fisk University 1 0 1 
Total 12 52 64 
College Training 
Table VII shows that four elementary teachers of 
Kaufman County have but two years of college training, 
seven elementary teachers have accomplished three years of 
college training, sixteen elementary teachers have their 
Bachelor's degree. The elementary teachers who are with­
out degrees are going to school in order to hold their 
teaching positions. 
Caliver* found that the median number of years 
of preparation for the Negro elementary teaehers of Texas, 
^•Caliver, Op. Cit.« p. 13 
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1950-31, was 3.36 years of college work, 
TABLE VII. COLLEGE TRAINING OP NEGRO ELEMENTARY TEACHERS 








Male 0 1 0 1 
Female 4 6 16 26 
Total 4 7 16 27 
Table VIII reveals that the majority of the second­
ary teachers of Kaufman County have their degrees* Three 
teachers from Kaufman County are doing their graduate 
study at Prairie View A. & M. College, and one teacher of 
Kaufman County is doing graduate work at Texas State Univer­
sity. Only one teacher has his Master^ Degree. 
TABLE VIII. COLLEGE TRAINING OF NEGRO SECONDARY TEACHERS 
OF KAUFMAN COUNTY 
Sex Two Three Bachelor^ Master*s 
Years Years Degree Degree 
Male 0 1 9 1 
Female 0 5 21 0 
Total 0 6 30 1 
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Experience and Tenure 
The number of years of experience which a teacher 
has may not be a true measure of his or her value as a 
teacher. Though it is generally assumed that If a person 
X . . 
can be elected year after year he Is giving satisfaction. 
The records of the superintendents of Kaufman County shows 
that six men teachers had taught from fifteen to thirty 
years, while six men had taught from two to ten years. 
The fifty-two women had taught from one year to thirty-
six years. 
TABLE IX. NUMBER OF YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE OF NE-
GEO TEACHERS 0? KAUFMAN COUNTY ACCORDING TO S^X 
Years of Elementary Secondary Total 
Experience Teachers Teachers 
jMale : Female Male « Female: 
11 1 
2  1 1 2  
7 3 3 
10 2 10 2 14 
15 1 1 1 3 
20 1 2 1 4 
25 15 2 2 19 
30 1 7 2 4 14 
30 4 4 
Total 5 43 7 9 64 
Teachers* Salaries 
Teachers of Kaufman County have worked for decades 
with the hope that within the near future better salaries 
would be paid them. Megvo&s of many counties have receiv­
ed extremely low wages. Kaufman County certainly falls in 
the low bracket. 
Several iiegro teachers have taught for 30.00 per 
month for a period of eight months, which means that their 
annual salary was Vi240.00 for the year 1941-1. 42.^ 
People are often attracted to certain communities 
by the salaries being paid. If the statement you get what 
you pay for, is accepted, good teachers will receive sal­
aries at least in proportion to their preparation. 
2 Foreman 3tatesj 
"The counties which pay the Negro teachers 
the highest salaries are usually also the 
counties that have the best buildings, the long­
est terms, and probably the most capable super­
intendents." 
An Interview with J. E. Yates, Secretary of School Board, 
Kaufman, Texas 
p 
^Foreman, Clark, Environmental Factors In Negro Elemen­




Data gathered on the civic organizations and activ­
ity clubs In Kaufman County communities revealed that the 
Parent-Teacher Association Is a helpful organization# 
There are fourteen Pa ent-Teacher Association in Kaufman 
County; they usually meet once-a week with the mothers, 
mainly in attendance. In most cases the meetings are 
called about four o'clock. The problems discussed are 
playground equipment, raising money to assist in the sup­
port of the hot lunch program, and other needs of the 
school. 
Fifty per cent of the schools reported that they 
had Parent-Teacher Associations. Bome were very recently 
organized, but they were found to be very helpful in the 
school. Other organizations affiliated with the schools 
were: Girl Scouts, Girl Reserve, Boy Scouts, and School 
Mothers Clubs. The principals' reports, made the firit 
Friday in May, 1948, indicated that the Parent-Teacher 
Associations had helped in many ways to finance the needs 
as they arose. 
The writer Is acquainted with one Parent-Teacher 
Association that raised over h, 500.00 to use for a recrea­
tional center for children of school age. The recreation 
center will indirectly aid the school in that it Is likely 
to decrease Juvenile delinquency. 
One principal wrote that the P.T.A. had done noth-
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ing to Improve conditions. One elementary school principal 
stated that running water had been placed on the ground by 
the Parent-Teachers Association. 
Greater improvement was noticed on the high school 
level. One high school had added equipment for homemaking 
and paid for a projector. Another acquired homemaking 
equipment thr ugh the Parent-Teachers Association, although 
the school has no homemaking department? it plena to set 
up one. Another elementary school reported the need of 
library books, electric lights and a piano. Some wanted 
Physical Education Charts and playground equipment. The 
other schools listed maps, mops, brooms, playground equip­
ment, and other necessities to operate a school. 
Some principals are somewhat skeptical about en­
couraging the formation of Parent-Teacher Associations, 
for they feel that the parents may try to "runM the school. 
One of the schools surveyed had experienced an unpleasant 
relationship with the Parent-Teachers Association. The 
parents wanted to participate in hiring and dismissing 
the teachers. The school no longer has a Parent-Teacher 
Association. 
The principals agreed unanimously that the farent-
Tescher Association consumed too much of their time. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
SUMMARY# CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
This study attempts to present some important data 
pertaining to the educational opportunities for Negroes in 
Kaufman County, Texas* Its purpose is to point out some 
definite needs of the schools of Kaufman County* No stud­
ies of Negro education in Kaufman County were ahailable; 
however, r.any surveys of educational opportunities for Ne­
groes in Texas have been mad© by the graduate students of 
Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical Colic e* 
All collected data deals primarily with the 28 
Negro schools, on both the elementary and secondary levels* 
The writer has presented data showing the follow­
ing to be true: 
1* The Megro principals need more co-operation of 
the parents and the enforcement of the com­
pulsory school law especially in the Negro 
schools of Kaufman County* 
2* Kaufman County was named for David 3, Kaufman, 
a noted member of the Congress of Texas* It 
was created from Henderson County and organ­
ized in 1848* 
3. Negro schools are located in various parts of 
the county, with only one school having 
transportation* 
4* There are six secondary schools and twenty-two 
elementary Hegro schools in Kaufman County• 
5. Faculties of the secondary schools of Kaufman 
County vary from 3 to 15 teachers, while 
the faculties of the elementary schools 
range from 1 to 9 teachers. 
6. All high school teachers and most of the ele­
mentary teachers hold the Bachelor's Degree 
7. Ho teacher in the county has less than one 
year of college training. 
8. The salaries vary greatly, but all are compara­
tively low. 
9. Two of the high schools and two of the elemen­
tary schools are accredited by the State 
Department of Education. 
10. The greatest percentage of the teachers re­
ceived their preparation at Prairie View 
A. & M. College, Texas College, Wiley 
College and Samuel Huston College. 
11. Many schools reported that they had received 
splendid co-operation from their community 
organizations. These organizations helped 
to raise money to purchase needed equipment 
12. The Parent-Teacher Association is an active 
organization in offering support to the 
schools. 
13. The schools nesd more support from the Boards 
of Trustees. 
Recossaendati ona 
In the light of facta revealed In this study, the 
writer hereby makes the following suggestions and recom­
mendations: 
1* That each school shall operate or a period of 
nine stonths* 
S* That financial aid be extended by the Board of 
Education for the purpose of purchasing 
adequate material to use with each subject 
taught* 
3* That ih© teaching lo d of Negro teachers b© held 
within the bounds of State requirements* 
4* That the small schools of Kaufman County within 
a distance of 2 to 6 miles of each other be 
consolidated* 
5* That sanitary conditions be given more attention 
and schools without water be sup lied with 
running water* 
6. That transportation be provided for the i.egro 
schools of Kaufman County* 




Caliver, Ambrose. "Education of Negro Teachers," 
National Survey of* the Education of Negro Teachers 
Bulletin No. 10, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C., 1932 
Edmonson, J.B.; Roemer, Joseph; and Bacon, Francis L. 
The Administration of the lodern Secondary School. 
Macmillan Co., Hew York, 1941. 
Foreman, Clark, environmental Factors in Negro Elementary 
Education. W» D. Morton and Co., Hew York, 1932 
Grig s, Joseph R., "Standards and Activities of the Divi­
sion of Supervision," State Department of Educa­
tion, Bulletin No. 438 
North Texas State Teachers College. Bulletin of North 
Texas State Teachers College. Commerce, Texas 
1945-1946. 
Recder, Ward G. The Fundamentals of Public School Admin­
istration. Macmillan Company, Hew York, 1941. 
Tanner, Myrtle L. "Public school Directory," Division 
of Information and Statistics, No. 460. 
State Department of Education, Austin, Texas, 1945-
1946 
Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide. Published by 
The Dallas Morning News, Dallas, Texas, 1945-1946 
Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide. Published by 
The Dallas Morning News, Dallas, Texas, 1947-1948 
The Public School Laws of the State of Texas, No. 463 
Milkerson, Doxey A., Special Problems of Negro Education 
Government Printing Office, Washington, 1>. C., 
1932 
